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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-5,7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
llizuka et al. (US 2002/0054207 A1 ) in view of Kawai (US 2002/0030675 A1 ) and 
Osaka etal. (US 6023277). 

Regarding claim 1, llizuka discloses an image file creating apparatus for creating an 
image file of a predetermined file format, from a plurality of images corresponding to a 
plurality of viewpoints, comprising: 

llizuka discloses the feature of recording a file that comprises a plurality of viewpoints 
(llizuka, Fig. 16, a file comprises a left eye image and right eye image, or a plurality of 
viewpoints, as shown in this figure). 

llizuka does not explicitly disclose an information creating means for creating 3- 
dimensional image control information for 3-dimensional display from the plurality of 
viewpoint images. 



Kawai teaches the feature of employing 3-dimensional image control information for 3- 
dimensional display from the plurality of viewpoint images (Kawai, Fig 2 shows the 
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different stereoscopic formats which serve as control information for constructing the 
three-dimensional image). 

Ilizuka and Kawai are in the same field of endeavor of stereoscopic display systems. It, 
therefore, would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Ilizuka to include employing three-dimensional image control 
information as taught by Kawai so that "an optimum data format is specified" (Kawai, 
paragraph 56) 

The combination of lllizuka and Kawai disclose a file creating means for creating an 
image file including the plurality of viewpoint images using the control information and 
the 3-dimensional image control information (Kawai, "The display image generating 
block generates the display image in an image format according to device information 
acquired by the device information", abstract),but does not teach wherein whether the 
image file is a file that includes the plurality of viewpoint images is judged based on a 
filename of the image file and/or a directory that stores the image file. 

Osaka teaches wherein whether the image file is a file that includes the plurality of 
viewpoint images is judged based on a filename of the image file and/or a directory that 
stores the image file (Osaka, "Further, in order to clarify the file of the image having 
three-dimensional image data, the file name may be provided with an extension.", 
column 16, lines 37-40). 

Ilizuka, Kawai, and Osaka are in the same field of endeavor of stereoscopic display 
systems. It, therefore, would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
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time of the invention to modify the combination of llizuka and Kawai to include wherein 
whether the image file is a file that includes the plurality of viewpoint images is judged 
based on a filename of the image file and/or a directory that stores the image file as 
taught by Osaka "in order to clarify the file of the image having three-dimensional image 
data" (Osaka, column 16, lines 37-40) and "indicate it is for three-dimensional display" 
(Osaka, column 16, lines 40-45). 

Regarding claim 2, the combination of llizuka, Kawai, and Osaka disclose the image 
file creating apparatus according to Claim 1 , wherein the directory which stores the 
image file is made different from a directory in which image files including one-viewpoint 
images are stored, so as to enable making a decision on whether the image file is one 
that includes the plurality of viewpoint images (Osaka, column 15, lines 26-32). 

Regarding claim 3, the combination of llizuka, Kawai, and Osaka disclose the image 
file creating apparatus according to Claim 1 , but does not disclose wherein the filename 
is made to be one that indicates a fact that the file contains the plurality of viewpoint 
images, so as to enable making a decision on whether the image file is one that 
includes the plurality of viewpoint images (Osaka, "Further, in order to clarify the file of 
the image having three-dimensional image data, the file name may be provided with an 
extension.", column 16, lines 37-40). 

Regarding claim 4 the combination of llizuka, Kawai, and Osaka disclose the image file 
creating apparatus according to Claim 1, but does not disclose wherein the filename is 



Application/Control Number: 10/553,350 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2624 

made to be one that is different from those based on naming rules for files made up of a 
one-viewpoint image, so as to enable making a decision on whether the image file is 
one that includes the plurality of viewpoint images(Osaka, "Further, in order to clarify the 
file of the image having three-dimensional image data, the file name may be provided 
with an extension.", column 16, lines 37-40). 

Regarding claim 5, the combination of llizuka, Kawai, and Osaka disclose the image 
file creating apparatus according to Claim 1 , but does not disclose wherein the filename 
is made to have an extension different from those for files made up of a one-viewpoint 
image, so as to enable making a decision on whether the image file is one that includes 
the plurality of viewpoint images (Osaka, "Further, in order to clarify the file of the image 
having three-dimensional image data, the file name may be provided with an 
extension.", column 16, lines 37-40). 

Regarding claim 7, llizuka discloses an image file reproducing apparatus for 
reproducing a plurality of images corresponding to a plurality of viewpoint images, from 
an image file of a predetermined file format, comprising: 

(llizuka, Fig. 16 depicts the feature of recording a file that comprises a plurality of 
viewpoints i.e. a left eye image and right eye image, or a plurality of viewpoints), 
comprising: 

llizuka does not explicitly discloses an analyzing means for analyzing 3-dimensional 
image control information for implementing 3-dimensional display of the plurality of 
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viewpoint images from the image file, wherein the plurality of viewpoint images are 
reproduced in accordance with a result from the analyzing means. 

Kawai an analyzing means for analyzing 3-dimensional image control information for 
implementing 3-dimensional display of the plurality of viewpoint images from the image 
file, wherein the plurality of viewpoint images are reproduced in accordance with a result 
from the analyzing means (Kawai, "The display image generating block generates the 
display image in an image format according to device information acquired by the 
device information", abstract; Kawai, Fig 2 shows the different stereoscopic formats 
which serve as control information for constructing the three-dimensional image). 

Ilizuka and Kawai are in the same field of endeavor of stereoscopic display systems. It, 
therefore, would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Ilizuka to include employing three-dimensional image control 
information as taught by Kawai so that "an optimum data format is specified" (Kawai, 
paragraph 56). 

The combination of Ilizuka and Kawai do not teach a deciding means for deciding 
whether the image file is a file that includes the plurality of viewpoint images, based on 
a file name of the image file and/or a directory that stores the image file. 

Osaka teaches a deciding means for deciding whether the image file is a file that 
includes the plurality of viewpoint images, based on a file name of the image file 
(Osama, column 16, lines 37-40). 
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llizuka, Kawai, and Osaka are in the same field of endeavor of stereoscopic display 
systems. It, therefore, would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify the combination of llizuka and Kawai to include a 
deciding means for deciding whether the image file is a file that includes the plurality of 
viewpoint images, based on a file name of the image file as taught by Osaka "in order to 
clarify the file of the image having three-dimensional image data" (Osaka, column 16, 
lines 37-40) and "indicate it is for three-dimensional display" (Osaka, column 16, lines 
40-45). 

Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over llizuka et 
al. (US 2002/0054207 A1 ) in view of Kawai (US 2002/0030675 A1 ). 

Regarding claim 6, llizuka discloses an image file reproducing apparatus for 
reproducing a plurality of images corresponding to a plurality of viewpoint images, from 
an image file of a predetermined file format (llizuka, Fig. 16 depicts the feature of 
recording a file that comprises a plurality of viewpoints i.e. a left eye image and right eye 
image, or a plurality of viewpoints), comprising: 

llizuka does not explicitly discloses an analyzing means for analyzing 3-dimensional 
image control information for implementing 3-dimensional display of the plurality of 
viewpoint images from the image file, wherein the plurality of viewpoint images are 
reproduced in accordance with a result from the analyzing means. 
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Kawai an analyzing means for analyzing 3-dimensional image control information for 
implementing 3-dimensional display of the plurality of viewpoint images from the image 
file, wherein the plurality of viewpoint images are reproduced in accordance with a result 
from the analyzing means (Kawai, "The display image generating block generates the 
display image in an image format according to device information acquired by the 
device information", abstract; Kawai, Fig 2 shows the different stereoscopic formats 
which serve as control information for constructing the three-dimensional image). 

Ilizuka and Kawai are in the same field of endeavor of stereoscopic display systems. It, 
therefore, would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Ilizuka to include employing three-dimensional image control 
information as taught by Kawai so that "an optimum data format is specified" (Kawai, 
paragraph 56). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ELISA M. RICE whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1582. The examiner can normally be reached on 12:00-8:30p.m. EST Monday thru 
Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vikkram Bali can be reached on (571)272-7415. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Elisa M Rice/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2624 



/Vikkram Bali/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2624 



